
 
 
 

Center for Effective Philanthropy Independent Evaluation 
 
We care deeply about the grantee experience, transparency, and maintaining a focus on enabling 
organizations to do their best work. As a result, we work with the Center for Effective Philanthropy 
for an independent evaluation of our activities.  We are proud of what we were able to achieve in 
our inaugural year.  
 
Strong Positive Impact on Grantees Communities and Fields  
 

• Adam R. Scripps Foundation grantees provide ratings in the top 25 percent of funders in 
CEP’s overall dataset – and higher than the median funder in its custom cohort – for the 
Foundation’s impact on grantees’ local communities. 

 
• Grantees also strongly agree that ARSF has a thorough understanding of the needs of the 

people and communities that grantees serve, with ratings placing the Foundation among 
the top ten percent of funders.   

 
• In comments, grantees express gratitude for ARSF’s positive influence in the region, 

describing the Foundation as “a powerhouse,” “extraordinarily generous,” and that while 
“the Foundation is still in its early stages, its potential to shape [the] community…is 
evident.” 

 
• When asked about ARSF’s impact on their fields, grantees again provide higher than typical 

ratings, placing the Foundation in the top fifteen percent of funders.  
 
 
 
We are also focused on areas not only where we can improve our process, but also the 
relationships with our grantees: 
 
High Organizational Impact with Opportunities to Deepen Grantee Relationships 
 

• Grantees hold strong views of the Foundation’s impact on grantee organizations, with 
ratings placing ARSF at the 93rd percentile in CEP’s dataset.  

 
• While the Foundation receives a higher than typical score related to its understanding of 

grantee organizations’ strategies and goals, ARSF grantees provide lower ratings compared 
to ratings of most other funders for the Foundation’s understanding of the challenges that 
grantee organizations are facing.  

 


